
Grand Trunk Memories 

The following series of photos were taken in 

the last decade of the GT/CNR years, the 

1980’s.  A way of life fast winding to an end, 

this presentation is dedicated to them, the 

last Grand Trunkers and the classic 

railroading style they maintained right up to 

the final days. 

 

Jeff Holt, August 2003 



A Trip on Highball Freight 394 

On May 3, 1981, Freight 394 departed 

Island Pond on a chilly Spring 

afternoon for Portland. The following 

photos were taken aboard Engine 

2576 that day and give an idea of 

what the crews see as they ply the 

route between Island Pond and 

Portland.  



Island Pond Operator Jerry Guay 

Train Orders Ready for 394 

May 2, 1981 at 3:30 p.m. 



Razoo at Work 

Island Pond Station, May 2, 1981 



Engineer Harold Cahill on Engine 2576 Ready to Get 

Started for Portland,  May 2, 1981 



Brakeman Butch Osborne  

94 Easing down Island Pond Yard,   May 2, 1981 



Engineer Cahill eases the train through Island Pond 

yard at 3:41 p.m.  and stops so the rear end crew 

can get aboard. 



Engineer Cahill checks train orders for meet with 

393 at  3:45 PM, Island Pond yard. 



It’s 3:58 p.m. and we’re at East Brighton where some 

switching will be done. 



Looking back at the train the siding switch, located 

at Woodbury’s Creek Bridge. 



Mile post 136 is just ahead in Bloomfield, and there 

is a slow order in effect. 



It’s 4:47 p.m. and Train 394 is just about to cross the 

Connecticut River bridge and enter New Hampshire 

at North Stratford. 



North Stratford Station, Telegraph Call NH, at 

mileage 134.56, is not used for railroad purposes, 

but at least it is still there as a reminder of better 

times. 



At 4:49 p.m., this freight train is skirting the 

Connecticut River as it leaves town. 



Train 394 is about to take the siding at Groveton for 

a meet with westbound 393 which will hold the main 

line. 



At 6:05 p.m., the eastbound under Engineer Eugene 

Heath with Conductor Bucky Harris moves past the 

Groveton mill. 



The eastbound is ready to leave; Groveton Bridge 

lies just ahead. 



Engine 2576 highballs at mileage 121.7 at 6:11 p.m. 



“Pouring on the coal” at mileage 116.5 in Stark.  



The sun has gone down and the air is chilly and 

fresh. Here is a good look back at the train. 



The last picture at day’s close taken in Percy at 6:25 

p.m., and it will be a long night run to Portland. 



Trip B 

 

Train 393 Westbound 

Portland to Island Pond, 

May 3, 1981 



 

Next morning, May 

3rd, Engineer Cahill 

boards engine 2521 

At 10:29 a.m. for the 

trip to Island Pond on 

this clear, cool spring 

morning in Portland 

yard. 



ESB Brakeman 

Osborn gets 

aboard, and soon 

the daily freight 

from Portland will 

get underway. 



At 10:44 a.m. Train 393 is underway along Casco Bay 

in Portland; the East End Bathing Beach lies just 

ahead. 



Back Cover Bridge, mileage 1.5, is just up ahead. 

The Burnham & Morrill plant can be seen just to the 

left of the bridge.  



In the old days, a bridge 

tender was stationed in the 

small shack seen on the 

right hand side. 

At 10:47 a.m., we are on 

Back Cove Bridge on a 

beautiful Sunday morning 

with a nice high tide.  



East Deering - where the Grand Trunk had a terminal 

from 1901 to 1956.  

It was closed June 20, 1956 when steam power was 

retired from service… 



At 10:53 a.m., we are crossing the Presumpscot 

River Bridge in Falmouth, Maine. The Presumpscot 

is the outlet to Sebago Lake. This bridge, at mileage 

4.40, is 320 feet long. 



Train 393 is now running beside Route 26 in Oxford, 

Maine. 



This is the High Bridge over the Little Androscoggin 

River at South Paris, Maine. 



Train 393 sets off switcher No. 3600 at South Paris 

for duty on the local job. It was fueled and serviced 

in Portland. 



Headed Westwards at mileage 51 in Paris, Maine 

towards the high country. 



It’s 1:39 p.m., and we are in the lake country near 

Locke’s Mills, Maine at mileage 63. 



Shelburne, NH, mileage 89. This is the “Flowage” or 

Androscoggin River causeway with Gorham, NH just 

a couple miles ahead.  



Island Pond to Portland 

August 3, 1981 

Train 394 



Freight 394 leaves Island Pond at 4:16 p.m.  



CN engine 2578 heading East through the yard.  



Glasson’s Crossing is ahead at mileage 148.67 as 

394 moves out at 4:18 p.m. 



Highballing eastwards past Sloan’s Bay Crossing at 

4:25 p.m. 



The west switch of East Brighton siding in just 

ahead at Woodbury’s Creek Bridge. 



Engineer Gordon Samson setting off 

some cars at East Brighton, 4:35 p.m.  



The engineer “pours on the coal” as the train 

highballs towards North Stratford. 



A look back at the train at mileage 139 



At mileage 136, a classic view of a highballing 

freight train.  



Coming into Groveton, NH with the Route 3 

overpass just ahead, mileage 123.9 



Thundering over Groveton Bridge at 5:24 p.m. 



Highway crossing at mileage 117.56 in Stark lies just 

ahead. 



At 5:46 pm we are at mileage 110.9 near Dummer, 

NH. 



Milepost 103 lies just ahead in Copperville, NH. The 

location of the old siding is still evident. 



The train is backing in the Berlin Mills spur.  



Engineer Gordon 

Samson at Berlin, 

6:39 p.m. 



Barreling through Gorham, NH at 7:32 p.m. on this 

warm summer evening. 



Passing the golf course in Gorham; the rear cars of 

the Train are still passing over the Peabody River 

Bridge in the background. 



Blasting out 

of Gorham at 

7:39 p.m.  



Dusk in Shelburne, NH at 7:42 as the throttle is wide 

open to move the 100 car train eastwards. 



This gorgeous summer day draws to a close here at 

the Flowage in Shelburne.  And, the night freight run 

to Portland, a 128 year tradition unfolds. 



Easter Sunday 1987 run of Train 393 from East 

Deering, Maine with the crew Engineer Cahill, 

Conductor Allard, Brakeman Rivers and Lefebvre. 



It’s 8.30 a.m.,  at East Deering. The crew is happy as 

this promises to be a good ride home for Easter 

dinner in Island Pond. 



Arriving at Yarmouth Junction on this overcast 

morning.  



Engineer Cahill and myself in the engine cab at 

Danville Jct. 



Engineer Cahill talks with Engineer Pickles Heath 

who is deadheading to Island Pond today because 

there is no train holiday Monday. He will take 394 

out from Island Pond on Tuesday. 



Mileage 76 in Gilead, Maine showing where rock fill 

was used to repair a wash-out.. 



Highballing in Shelburne, NH with the flowage, 

Androscoggin River just ahead. 



A good trip to Island Pond; we meet 393 East under 

Paul Palmer. 



X Series…..to be last in the presentation as 

this was the final Grand Trunk-CN train to 

Island Pond, closing out a 135 year story. 



















































Brakeman Marcel Major  

Yarmouth Junction, May 23, 1982  






